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Hello and welcome to June.

May has been a good month. We had our 

gathering which was followed by a short 

ride for some and a round of golf for others. 

A group of us went to the New Jersey Rally.  

A great time was had by all.  MD-I had the 

largest chapter attendance, not from New 

Jersey.

There was a dinner social at Red Lobster, that Rose and I 

couldn't make. We heard there was a good turn out. We had 

our first District Ride for 2018. We had a great turn out 35 

people on 25 bikes. Thanks to Chapter L for hosting. We all 

had a great time. By the way Chapter I had 11 people on 9 

Bikes - Great turn out. I hope to see as many on the next 

one.

Our June events will be just as busy. Starting with the 

gathering on June 3 with a ride to follow. There a dinner 

social and more to come. There will also be another District 

Ride on June 30th. This time Chapter I is the host. We will be 

riding to Hickory Bridge Farm in Ortanna, PA.  I hope to see 

even more of you on this ride.  There will be emails out with 

the final details this week.  Also check out the flyer in this 

newsletter.  See you there!

Ride Safe and have fun, 

Roger and Rose TenBrink
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Assistant Chapter Directors & Membership Enhancement Coordinators

Welcome to June 2018

The healing process has begun with Julieôs left hip replacement.  The 

Physical Therapy at the home is completed, and she is now able to get 

around with the walker.

She still has restrictions to follow, as the remaining broken bones heal.  

No, not ready to ride yet.  It will take more timeéprobably around 

September if weôre luckyésure would be nice to ride to Wing Ding on the 
Trike!!  If not ready weôll ñfour wheelsò it in our Rubicon Jeep.

Lots of events planned for this month.  This schedule consists of:

- Sunday June 3rd - Our Monthly Gathering

- Saturday June 9th - MD-F Fun Day in Hagerstown MD

- Sunday June 10th - Triathlon assisted by MD-L (their fundraiser)

- Tuesday June 12th - Dinner Social at Red Robin in California, MD ïPOC Robin Little

- Friday June 15th to Sunday Jun 17th - All Chapters West PA Rally at Bear Run 

Campground

- Saturday June 23rdïChapter Night Ride

- Thursday June 28th ïDinner Social at Dairy Queen, La Plata, MD ïPOC Steve & Linda 

Norbrey

- Thursday June 28th thru Saturday June 30thïRally in the Valley

- Saturday June 30 ïMD/DE District Ride to Hickory Bridge Farm ïPOC Cheryl 

Hartman

Check out the flyers in the weekly e-mail updates, our newsletters, and on our Chapter 

website for more information on all our planned events.

As of this writing, we are preparing for our annual Memorial Day weekend ride.  This 

year our destination is to the Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia.
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Assistant Chapter Directors & Membership Enhancement Coordinators (cont.)

Robert & Julie AôHearn

MD District University Coordinators

MD-I Assistant Chapter Directors

MD-I Membership Enhancement Coordinators

Julie and I are staying at the ñPeaks of Otterò Hotel, located on the Blue Ridge 

Parkway.  The plan is for Julie to ride in the car with Rose Ten Brink; Roger and I 

will be on our Wings.  So far, the CDôs and ACDôs are the only ones attending this 

year.  Watch for our trip report in next monthôs newsletter article.

Membership Enhancement ïWe have one member expiring in June.  Weôll be 

reaching out to him soon.

We received information from National about the Couple of the Year Program. There 

were some concerns in the membership about the costs involved with going 

forward in the program to the International level.  National has addressed these 

concerns, and we have included the flyer in this newsletter for all members.
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Maryland District Assistant Rider Education Coordinator

Rider Education - 2018 Gold Wing Duel Clutch Transmission (DCT)

Winter Thing had a large attendance in the 2018 Gold Wing seminar. 

After 3,500 miles riding the 2018 Gold Wing and hearing firsthand 

the questions members had, it seems fitting to share what I have 

learned. I hope this helps answer some questions for people who 

are on the fence about purchasing a 2018 Gold Wing with a DCT.  

Please keep in mind I had a 1500. I had no experience with the 1800 

models and I purchased the 2018 DCT Tour (automatic).

In this article, I will cover the changes from my safety perspective and what people ask 

about them.  Letôs talk safety first.  Please keep in mind, this is only my opinion.

Antilock Brakes (front and back standard) ïSafer.  I donôt think I have to explain why 

these are safer, thatôs a given. Overall the brakes are very strong, compared to my 

1500. The pressure required to activate them is extremely less; it does take some 

getting used to.

Front Suspension Change reduces dive while stopping ïSafer.  Front suspension 

doesnôt noticeably dive when stopping. There is no bounce back after stopping; in 

truth it would have to bounce UP. The new front suspension gives the rider less stress 

as minimum road vibration reaches the handlebars and road vibration in general is 

noticeably minimized. No tendency to tank slap that I have seen at all.

Tire Pressure Monitoring System (TPMS) standard ïSafer. TPMS is very sensitive. The 

actual pressure number isnôt displayed until one rides about ı mile. We know tire 

pressure effects performance dramatically as well as tire wear, all key to a safe ride.

Traction Control ïSafer. Traction control is done by reducing throttle if the rear wheel 

accelerates more than the computer predicts it should. Not having the rear end slide 

out and your adrenaline rise is certainly a good measure for safety. However, traction 

control can be turned off if one desires. 
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Maryland District Assistant Rider Education Coordinator (cont.)

Automatic Transmission ïSafer at times but not safe in all situation.  Automatic 

Transmission makes for a safer ride as the rider work load is reduced, especially while 

negotiating intersections and monitoring traffic. The mind can focus on monitoring 

the possible risk one may encounter, rather than working the transmission. The ability 

to change the riding ñmodesò makes the ride safer. Rain mode makes the throttle less 

sensitive, and the antilock and traction control more sensitive. Great for rain but 

reducing the sensitivity of the throttle comes in handy very often. The tour mode is the 

default mode which is a good balance for normal riding. Although I wish it would 

return to the last mode used after shutting down, instead of always tour mode. The 

sport mode makes it a sport bike. There are dangers in this mode and extreme thrill. 

The economy mode is pretty boring but I have experienced 50 mpg with it. The cruise 

control can be set and the throttle closed for you to give your hand a rest. It wonôt try 

to move under your hand. You can maintain a good grip; thatôs good.  I would not 

recommend the DCT to a novice rider. We all have experienced the time when the 

throttle is raised without trying, a pull on the clutch and you avoid disaster. On the 

DCT you donôt have that clutch to save you. I am also having a tough time with slow 

riding maneuvers as the clutch canôt be slipped while dragging the rear brake. One 

needs to finesse the throttle, drag the rear brake and try not to get in an argument with 

the computer running the show. That noted, I did pretty well in a recent Advanced 

Riding Course (ARC) on all exercises, but very poorly in a motorcycle rodeo. Some 

additional notes here on all the questions I have received on the DCT:

ÅAt a stop you do NOT have to apply brake like in a car to hold it, it completely 

disengages until you twist the throttle. 

ÅShifting up is so smooth you donôt know itôs happening, no helmet bumping. 

ÅDownshift engine braking is felt as it shifts resulting in rear tugs at each shift. 

ÅDonôt resume speed on cruise control from very low mph to high mph. The bike will 

have terrible throttle lag when it shifts, throttle up to speed then resume cruise 

control. The manufacturer needs to work on the cruise control resume.

Adjustable Windshield ïSafer.  Adjustable windshield is all around safer in several 

ways including making the ride more comfortable. The ability to see is one of the most 

important items for a rider to ride safe. The design has the windshield held up in front 

of the motorcycle and wind is directed along the backside as well as the front. Rain 

does not roll down the backside making visibility in the rain better.  The wind on the 

backside makes the rain shear off the top. The ability to lower it when it fogs up or in 

the rain is a real help. 
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Maryland District Assistant Rider Education Coordinator (cont.)

Bluetooth ïNot as safe. Bluetooth is a very nice thing to have when working and most 

of the time I have no problem. As with any Bluetooth device I have, occasionally they 

do not properly work, and this is when it simply becomes a distraction and hence a 

safety concern. Itôs bad enough when itôs just you or you and a co-rider and your 

rebooting your headset while riding, but I have my worst Bluetooth problems while 

using the CB. If you are in the middle of a group you might miss the leader calling out 

some road debris, but for leader or drag itôs not only a safety problem for you, but for 

the whole group. This might be because I gave up on being happy with the on-board 

GPS and installed my TomTom 400.  The problems occur when the TomTom and the 

CB are trying to access my headset at the same time I believe.

Hill Start Assist ïSafer. Hill Start Assist allows you to apply the front brake hard and 

release. The rear brake will then apply itself enough to hold you on a hill for a few 

seconds, and you can throttle (and clutch if standard transmission) without having to 

worry about the brake in the process. This allows both feet to stay down until you 

start moving, being able to keep both feet down is a definite a safety plus.

There are many items I could go over, I have chosen some of the main ones here.  

In overall summary I would say the new Gold Wing has changed from a Touring bike 

to a Sport Touring bike. The ride canôt be explained.  Test ride one.  If trying the DCT I 

recommend you put it in rain mode before you put it in drive.  Then once you have a 

few miles on it try the other modes; definitely be on a straight open road before trying 

sport mode! Ride Safe,

Jeff

Jeff McCarter (MD-L)

Maryland District Assistant Rider

Education Coordinator 

Email:  mccarter@4-shore.net

District/Chapter Couple of the Year & Ride Coordinator

There is no article this month.

Steve and Linda Norbrey

mailto:mccarter@4-shore.net
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CHOY / Communications Coordinator

Recent Facebook postings and some pics sent to me by Cheryl Hartman 

brought back some very good memories for me.  It was so wonderful to 

see how many people joined in on the recent District ride even though I 

wasnôt able to attend.  This is the way it used to be when Rick and I joined 

GWRRA and MD-I in 2004.  We both loved it and enjoyed riding with large 

groups and small groups.  We went to places like Marysville, OH and 

Grand Canyon, PA.  

We rode with a large group of MD-Iers to Wing Ding in Nashville, TN and then a small 

group of us went on from there to a lodge in the Smokey Mountains.  And there were so 

many other rides to rallies and day rides that always included a good restaurant or 

delicious ice cream (or both).  I long for those days of fun and camaraderie shared with 

so many friends.  Those days of riding are pretty much finished for me, though I do 

follow along in my car sometimes.  Not quite the same but much cooler on those brutally 

hot days.

This is a short article but I just wanted to reminisce a little and let you know that I hope 

MD-I and the District are on a path to more group riding in the future.  And, I very much 

hope that you enjoy it as much as Rick and I did!     

Gerry Yager
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Webmaster

Lorna and I attended the Pennsylvania district rally in Uniontown. 

Since the weather called for rain all four days (Thursday to Sunday) in 

MD and PA, we decided to take four wheels. It did rain heavily on the 

way up. But, as luck would have it, the rest of the weekend was rain 

free and comfortable. Mother Nature fooled us again. Historic Route 

40 has steep inclines and declines; and I do mean steep. The car 

struggled at times. Several times, I wondered how the Goldwing 

would handle the hills. That will be a future trip to find out. Next year, the PA District 

rally will be in York.

The PA GWRRA members always have a great time. Several chapters performed skits 

for our entertainment on ice cream and talent night, if you could call it talent. Each skit 

was funny and well planned. If you were there you would understand the phrase, ñGot 

any grapes? No, lemonade. Waddle, waddle, waddle.ò

The next trip will be Americade. In recent years, hotel prices have increased 

significantly. For the best prices, it is wise to make reservations in January or 

February. Even the Landmark Motor Inn, a past chapter favorite, is now $136/night 

during the week of Americade. Staying at Fort William Henry Hotel and Conference 

Center, the center of Americade events, costs $273/night. High demand means high 

prices, even for the budget motels. Still, the rally never fails to disappoint. The area is 

beautiful for riding. There are lots of vendors to check out. Paddle boat dinner cruises 

on Lake George are always a favorite. There is comedy, BBQ and demonstration rides. 

Any type motorcycle is welcome. Terry Gardner has attended Americade every year for 

many years.

There are several other rallies before Wing Ding. Attend as many as you want and 

enjoy the ride!

Until next time, keep on surfing!

Take the Time and Ride!
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Mayôs Gathering

Attendance

MD-I 12

GWRRA GUESTS 3

VISITORS 0

Vest or Shirt  (Drawing)

Steve Norbrey

50/50 Drawing

Allen Wilingham

MD-J

1st

($18.00)

Julie AôHearn

2nd

($11.00)

Al General

MD-J

3rd

($8.00)

Free  Birthday Breakfast

Not Awarded

Rider Educator Patch

No Winner

Marble Game  

No Winner
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June

4 Evelyn Bond

9 Bill & Robin Little

21

Candice 

Johnson

27 Bill Flater
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MD-I Calendar 3 Month Outlook  (June ïAugust)

Legend:

Bold & Green ïMD-I Event/Participation

Bold & Black ïFundraiser

Bold & Purple ïMDI Visits to other Chapters

Bold & Orange ïMD District & Region Events

12

CD ïChapter Director

DD ïDistrict Director

ACD ïAssistant Chapter Director

RC ïRide Coordinator

DATE EVENT POC

June
Sunday, Jun 3 MD-I Gathering, 9:00 am @ Wicomico followed by ride TBD CD / ACD

Mon-Sat, Jun 4-9 Americade 2018, Lake George, NY (http://americade.com)

Saturday, Jun 9 MD-F Fun Day & Charity Event

Sunday, Jun 10 Fundraiser Ironman Triathlon (see flyer in Weekly Update) MD-L

Tuesday, Jun 12 Dinner Social, 6:30 pm @ Red Robin, California, MD Robin & Bill Little

Fri-Sun, Jun15-17 PA All Chapters West (see flyer in Weekly Update) PA-P

Saturday, Jun 23 MD-I Chapter Night Ride

Thursday, Jun 28 /Ice Cream Social, 6:30 pm @ Dairy Queen, La Plata, MD Linda & Steve Norbrey

Thu-Sat, Jun 28-30
Rally in the Valley  Roanoke, VA

(see flyer in  Weekly Update)

Saturday, Jun 30 District Ride to Hickory Bridge Farm, Ortanna, PA MD-I / Cheryl Hartman

July 
Saturday, Jul 1 MD-I Gathering, 9:00 am @ Wicomico Shores

Sunday, July 8 Visit MD-L Gathering 

Tuesday, Jul 10
Ice Cream Social, 6:30 pm @ Bruster's, 23825 Mervell Dean 

Road, Hollywood, MD
Gerry Yager

Saturday, Jul 21 MD-I Chapter Ride TBD

Thursday, Jul 26
Dinner/Ice Cream Social, 6:30 pm @ Bostonôs Restaurant & 

Sports Bar, Waldorf, MD
Gerry Yager  

Thu-Sun, Jul 26-28 New England District Rally (see flyer in Weekly Update)

Fri-Sun, Jul 27-29 PA All Chapters East (see flyer in Weekly Update) PA-B

August

Sat-Sun, Aug 4-5 Trike Trailering Rider Course (TTRC)
Jeff & Jeannie 

Kauffman, MD-F

Sunday, Aug 5
MD-I Gathering, 9:00 am @ Wicomico Shores followed by 

ride TBD
CD / ACD

Sunday, Aug 12 Visit MD-C Gathering

Tue or Thu, Aug 14 

or 16
Dinner Social, 6:30 pm @ TBD Julie & Bob AôHearn

Thu-Sun, Aug 16-19 Americaôs 9-11 Ride Ray Hartman

Saturday, Aug 18 MD-I Chapter Ride TBD

Tuesday, Aug 28 Dinner / Ice Cream Social, 6:30 pm @ TBD TBD

Tue-Sun, Aug 28-

Sep 1
WingDing 40, Knoxville, TN (www.wing-ding.org)
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